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CLOSER: 
Maximise the use, value and impact 
of the UK’s longitudinal studies, both 
at home and abroad
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CLOSER Discovery

● Began beta testing December 2015 

● Production launch January 2017

● Continually increasing content

Dec-15 Apr-16 Aug-16 Jan-17

77

180
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The problems
● Scale

● Training

● Management

4



Scale
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80
Years of data collection
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100,000
Questions to be entered manually
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Training
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1154
DDI-3.2 Elements
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Management
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Our team

Metadata Assistants

Metadata Officer
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The consortium

Our 
Team

● Eight studies
● Five centres
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310,778
Items currently in CLOSER Discovery
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The solution

Archivist:
● Web application

● Easy to use

● Centralised

● Built for scale
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Client

Server

Postgres Rails 5 Redis Node.js

Socket.ioAngular.js
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Development cycle  

A new version every 6 weeks

December ‘15
Development started

February ‘16
Version 1: Released for 
beta testing

July ‘16
Version 4: Released for 
production use

August ‘16
Version 5: Upgraded to 
Rails 5

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

V2

V3 V6
November ‘16
Version 7: Current 
version
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DDI 3.2
Imports + Exports
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Looking forward

Questionnaire 
capture
Documenting historical 
questionnaires

Mapping to 
variables
Identifying source 
questions for variables

Provenancing 
questions
Documenting the origin 
of questions
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CLOSER Mapper

● Question to variable mapping

● Derived variable mapping

● Allocate topics:
○ Questions
○ Variables

● Easy user-interface

● Real time validation
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Archivist 8
January 2017

● Question to variable mapping

● Derived variable mapping

● Question + variable tagging

● XML Export via API

● Bug fixes
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Archivist 9
February 2017

● Longitudinal mapping

● Equivalency mapping

● Greater caching

● Automatic tagging

● More bug fixes
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Thank you
Any questions?

Special thank you to

○ ESRC

○ MRC

○ JetBrains

Contact me

○ @willpoynter

○ w.poynter@ucl.ac.uk

○ github.com/wpoynter
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