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Accessing the data

How to apply to use the data for your own research



UK Data Service

e ESRC-funded studies make their data
available via the UK Data Service

 Avallable to any researcher to download

* License agreement (and special license
for sensitive data)



Applying to the study directly

« National Survey for Health and Development
(1946 British birth cohort)

 Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents
and Children

e Hertfordshire Cohort Study
e Southampton Women’s Survey

 Requirements differ by study



Resources

Where to get help



Individual study resources

 \Websites
* Bibliographies

e User guides to the datasets, questionnaires, and
technical reports

 Initial findings reports and data notes

 Online and in-person training on how to use the
data for first-time users



CLOSER resources

« CLOSER Discovery: helping users to
explore study content

e CLOSER Learning Hub: introductory
materials for new users

e Harmonisation resources
« Data linkage resources



CLOSER Discovery

Helping users to explore study content



Rationale

 Allows researchers to search and browse

guestionnaires and data from eight leading
UK longitudinal studies

 Up to date international metadata
standards



Key functions

e Search keywords, or browse by topic
e Search by study, or sweep

* Access full guestion wording and
guestionnaire context

e Shows how data variables relate to source
guestions

 Provides top level statistics
e Points users towards data access





















The Learning Hub

Introductory materials for new users



Rationale

 Materials aimed at beginners and less
experienced data users, initially with
academic focus

 Focus on methods & topics

« Easily discoverable and downloadable
material to support teaching and
supervision



Contents

* |ntroduction

o Study design

* Analysis
 Teaching dataset
 Evidence

e Explore by topic
 Glossary



1  What are longitudinal studies? +

Alongitudinal study is a observational study that follows the same subjects repeatedly over a period of time, in some
cases from birth to death. The UK is home to the largest and longest-running collection of longitudinal studies in the
world.

2 Types of longitudinal studies

There are a range of different types of longitudinal studies: cohort studies, panel studies, record linkage studies. These
studies may be either prospective or retrospective in nature.

Cohort studies
Panel studies
Record linkage studies

Prospective vs retrospective studies

Longitudinal vs cross-sectional studies

Each sweep of data collection for a longitudinal study covers a range of topics. This section looks at the different ways in
which data is collected, and the tools used to capture information about different aspects of life.

4  Methods of data collection +



Teaching datasets and exercises

Teaching datasets

CLOSER has developed a teaching dataset based on the 1958 National Child Development Study (NCDS). It is fully documented
and is available via the UK Data Service. We have also created a series of suggested teaching exercises to use with this dataset.

The dataset includes variables from eight waves of the NCDS, from the first sweep in 1958, to the age 50 sweep in
2008. Varlables in the dataset include:

personal and family background (respondent sex; parental education and class)
cognitive ability

education

marital status

employment status and social class

political participation

wellbeing

health indicators (including BMI, drinking and smoking)

The dataset will comprise respondents who have taken part in every sweep of the study (complete cases). A subsequent data set
will be prepared that includes respondents who have taken place in some but not all sweeps of the study, so students can learn
how to deal with sweep-level missing cases. This dataset will be available soon.

Teaching exercises

We have developed teaching exercises using this data set on the following topics. The first PDF in each topic sets out an exercise
and the second PDF provides the answers to those activities:



n Introduction to longitudinal studies Study design Explore by topic

Topic | Health behaviours

Health behaviours

Why use longitudinal data to study health behaviours?



# Introduction to longitudinal studies Evidence Study design Analysis Teaching dataset Explore by topic
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