
CLOSER conference
The importance of early years, childhood and 

adolescence: Evidence from longitudinal studies 

British Library Conference Centre 

Monday 30 November

@CLOSER_UK     #CLOSERconf

CLOSER website: www.closer.ac.uk

CLOSER Discovery: www.discovery.closer.ac.uk

http://www.closer.ac.uk/
http://www.discovery.closer.ac.uk/


Understanding early life: 
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About CLOSER

ÅAims to maximise the use, value and 

impact of the UKôs longitudinal studies

ÅConsortium of longitudinal studies, the 

British Library and the UK Data Service

ÅESRC and MRC funding





Key areas of work

ÅDemonstration projects on data 
harmonisation and data linkage

ÅOnline resources ïCLOSER Discovery

ÅTraining and capacity building activities
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Data harmonisation

Height, weight and BMI 
Rebecca Hardy, UCL

Socio-economic status and qualifications 
Claire Crawford, Warwick & IFS

Strategies for analysing biological samples 
Susan Ring, Bristol

Visual function 
Jugnoo Rahi, UCL



Data harmonisation

Childhood environment and adult wellbeing
Mai Stafford, UCL

Review of methods for determining pubertal 
status
Janis Baird and Hazel Inskip, Southampton

Exploiting CLOSER biomarker data 
Meena Kumari, Essex
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Data linkage

Linkage to administrative data
Lorraine Dearden, UCL

Linkage to geographic data
Chris Dibben, Edinburgh

Linkage to health data
Michaela Benzeval, Essex

Data linkage in cohorts/longitudinal studies
Andy Boyd, Bristol



Key areas of work

ÅDemonstration projects on data 
harmonisation and data linkage

ÅOnline resources ïCLOSER 
Discovery

ÅTraining and capacity building 
activities



What is it?
Å An online resource that helps you find and 

appraise study content

Å Beta launch today

Why do we need it?
Å To find out what has been asked on which 

study and decide whether it meets your 
needs

CLOSER Discovery



What can I do with it?

Å Search for topics, questions, variables

Å Explore the context of a question or 
variable (where, when, how many?)

Å Save your results

Å Find out how to access data

CLOSER Discovery


