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• About CLOSER 

• CLOSER Discovery

• Learning Hub

• Harmonisation and data linkage resources 

Today



• Objective: to maximise the use, value and 
impact of the UK’s longitudinal studies

• Consortium: 8 longitudinal studies, the British 
Library and the UK Data Service

• Funded by the ESRC and the MRC

About CLOSER
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• Research and guidance on data harmonisation 
and data linkage

• Data discovery
• Training and capacity building
• Promoting the value of longitudinal research

Key areas of CLOSER’s work



CLOSER Discovery
Enabling users to explore study content



• Aim to make it easier to explore study content
• Allows researchers to search and browse 

questionnaires and data from eight leading UK 
longitudinal studies

• Over 2500 unique visitors since we began 
collecting data (1st April 2016)

• Uses fully up to date international standards

Rationale



• Search keywords, or browse by topic
• Search by study, or sweep
• Access full question wording and questionnaire 

context
• Shows how data variables relate to source 

questions 
• Provides top level statistics
• Points users towards data access

Key functions

























• Our Discovery wiki documents what is and is not 
currently included: 
https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/CLOS/Content

• Current studies will continue to add new content
• Addition of content from new studies
• New functionality – including ability to create & 

share ‘public lists’, better integration with data 
access 

CLOSER Discovery 
– what next? 

https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/CLOS/Content


http://discovery.closer.ac.uk/

http://discovery.closer.ac.uk/


alison.park@ucl.ac.uk
@parkali
@CLOSER_UK

closer.ac.uk
closer.ac.uk/discovery
closer.ac.uk/learning
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