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Data on education - foreword
Education is a key factor in shaping an individual’s life chances. It not only 
determines later employment chances, but also living and housing 
conditions, nutrition and health, participation in social life, friends and partner 
options and, finally, the educational opportunities and achievements of our 
children. 

Education is commonly regarded as the key to remaining competitive in a 
constantly changing, globalised world, as it is the key to meet the demands 
of a ‘knowledge-based economy’. 

The UK Data Service holds a wide and rich range of data collections suitable 
to shed light on all sorts of education-related research questions, from key 
longitudinal studies to international microdata, government data and 
qualitative data collections.



Roadmap

Who What Where
… are we? … longitudinal data  … to find and 

on education are access data, 
available via the resources and 
UK Data Service? help? 



What is the UK Data Service?

• a comprehensive resource funded 
by the ESRC

• a single point of access to a wide 
range of secondary social science 
data 

• support, training and guidance
(listen to recorded webinars)



UK Data Service

ukdataservice.ac.uk
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Who is it for?

• academic researchers and students

• government analysts

• charities and foundations

• business consultants

• independent research centres

• think tanks



Data sources

• official agencies - mainly central government

• international statistical time series

• individual academics - research grants

• market research agencies

• public records/historical sources

• access to international data via links with other data 

archives worldwide



Types of data collections
• survey microdata

cross-sectional
panel/ longitudinal
international microdata

• aggregate statistics
international macrodata

• Census data
aggregate data for 1971-2011
microdata for 1991, 2001 and 2011

• qualitative/ mixed methods data
in-depth interview transcripts, diaries, anthropological field notes, 
answers to open-ended survey questions, audio-visual recordings
and images 
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International controlled microdata -
CASD
• In cooperation with the French Secure Access Data 

Centre (CASD - Data of the Centre d'Accès Sécurisé aux 
Données), the UK Data Service has set up a secure data 
access point within the UK Data Service Safe Room at 
the University of Essex to facilitate on-site direct remote 
access to the CASD data from UK.

• Data: https://www.casd.eu/en/available-data-on-casd/

• To apply for data access, contact: service@casd.eu



CASD data (269)
Themes:
• Agriculture
• Births – Fertility
• Business demography
• Characteristics of enterprises
• Construction
• Couples, Families, Households
• Deaths, Mortality, Life expectancy
• Economic outlook
• Education, training, skills
• Employment, labour force
• Environment
• Foreigners, Immigrants
• Globalisation, competitiveness and innovation
• Health, handicap, dependency
• Household consumption and ownership rates
• Housing
• Income, Living standards, purchasing power
• Population, change and structure
• Public finance
• Safety, justice
• Social protection, pensions
• Society, social life, elections
• Transportation
• Unemployment
• Wages and salaries

Producer list includes:
• Insee (NSI)
• Ministry of Labour (DARES)
• Ministry of Environment (SDES)
• Central Agency for Social Security (ACOSS)
• Institute for Research and Information in Health 

Economics (IRDES)
• Ministry of Finance (DGFiP)
• Ministry of Justice (SDSE)
• Public Investment Bank (BPIFrance)
• National housing information agency
• Hospital stays (PMSI)
• Directorate General for Enterprise (DGE) 



International controlled microdata - IAB

• Provision of Safe Room Remote Desktop Access 

• UK Data Service – IAB 
(Institute for 
Employment Research),
Germany 

• Datasets available via UK Data Service Safe Room:
IAB RDC on-site use files, 
https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx



IAB/FDZ data

https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx



UK surveys - examples

• Labour Force Survey, 1973-

• Skills and Employment Surveys Series Dataset, 1986, 1992, 1997, 2001, 
2006 and 2012, Follow-up Survey 2014

• British Social Attitudes Survey, 1983-

• General Lifestyle Survey (previously known as General Household Survey), 
1971-2012

• Integrated Household Survey, 2009-



International data - examples
• Africa Development Indicators

• World Bank 
World Development Indicators

• OECD 
Education Statistics

“The primary school completion rate 
for eight Sub-Saharan countries 
(Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique and 
Niger) more than doubled between 
1990 and 2009.”



Qualitative/mixed methods data - examples

• International Students' Intercultural Experiences: 
a Comparative Study, 2006-2008

• Discourse of the School Dinners Debate, 2004-2008

• School Leavers Study, 1978 

Ray Pahl, SN 4867

Teachers at a comprehensive school on the Isle of Sheppey were asked to 
set a particular essay to those pupils who were students in English lessons 
about ten days before they were due to leave school. The students were 
asked to imagine that they were nearing the end of their life, and that 
something had made them think back to the time when they left school. 
They were then asked to write an imaginary account of their life over the 
next 30 or 40 years.

The resulting data: 142 handwritten essays in 1978 by 
school leavers aged 15 and 16 years old. 



Qualitative data - examples 
Example – How can the data be used?

Living and Working on Sheppey, Dawn Lyon and 
Graham Crow
• digitised the original 1978 handwritten data 
• repeated the same 1978 exercise in 2009/2010 and 

collected 110 essays 
• coded and compared the data across time

Together, these two sets of essays shed light on the aspirations of Sheppey’s young people 
(and young people more generally) and cover a range of topics including health, 
education, career, family and leisure. 

Example analysis of the career aspirations of Sheppey’s young people
1978: Mundane & grounded jobs.  Gradual career progression.  Periods of unemployment
“It was hard finding a job, I failed a few chances, but eventually got what I wanted locally, a craft apprenticeship” 
(Essay number 27, male)

2010 essays: Well-paid, instantaneous jobs.  Choice but uncertainty.  Influence of celebrity culture
“In my future I want to become either: a dance teacher, hairdresser, or a Professional Show 
Jumper/horse rider.  If I do become a dancer my dream would be to dance for Beyoncé or 
someone really famous” (Essay number 61, female)



Longitudinal data
• longitudinal surveys involve 

repeated surveys of the same 
individuals at different points 
in time

• large samples, nationally-
representative

• new respondents are added regularly to keep numbers up

• allow researchers to analyse change at an individual level

• more complex to manage and analyse



(www.iser.essex.ac.uk/bhps/documentation/volb/indexes/subjcat2.html#Education:%20Background%20and%20Attainments) 

Hansen, Kirstine et al. 
(2012): Millennium Cohort 
Study. First, Second, 
Third and Fourth
Surveys. A Guide to the 
Datasets. 



Longitudinal data – some examples
• 1958 National Child Development Study (NCDS)
• 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70) 
• Millennium Cohort Study (MCS) 
• British Household Panel Survey (BHPS)
• Understanding Society/

UK Household Longitudinal Study (UKHLS)
• Families and Children Study (FACS)
• English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA)
• Next Steps (LSYPE 1) (Longitudinal Study of Young people in 

England - LSYPE) (1989-90)
• Our Future (LSYPE 2) 
• Growing Up in Scotland (GUS)
• CLOSER (Cohort and Longitudinal Studies Enhancement 

Resources)



cls.ucl.ac.uk/cls-studies/

soundcloud.com/clscohorts

podcasts



British Birth Cohort Studies (CLS)
Focus on impact of childhood conditions on education, later life health 
and economic circumstances and understanding children and families 
in the UK



MCS – Linked Education Administrative Datasets 
(KS1, KS2)

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=
2000031#!/access



The UK Household Longitudinal Study

• started in 2009: UKHLS or ‘Understanding Society’ ; First data: 2010 

• study of the socio-economic circumstances and attitudes of 100,000 individuals 
in 40,000 British households 

• UKLHS replaces and incorporates the BHPS (1991-2009 , 5500 hh’s), retaining 
the latter's longevity whilst adding 
- to the sample size 
- to the scope of the study (new components: innovation panel, greater detail on 
ethnic minority groups, qualitative and biomedical data collections)

• coverage includes:
current employment and earnings; employment status; parenting and childcare 
arrangements; family networks; benefit payments; political party identification; 
household finances; environmental behaviours; consents to administrative data 
linkage (health and education)



UKHLS - data linkage

Data linkage - the process of linking together two or more streams of 
data - opens up new research opportunities. In the case of 
Understanding Society, it allows researchers to make use of additional 
information that the survey does not collect in the annual interviews.

3 types of data linkage:
• geographical identifiers 

(range from individual countries within the UK to Local Authority Districts, Super 
Output Areas down to grid references)

• administrative data linkage
(datasets, which will be linked to Understanding Society, cover areas of: education, 
health, economic circumstances, transport)

• organisations
(identifiers of the schools that children attend or recently attended)



Understanding Society and Harmonised BHPS 

SN 6614
Understanding Society: Waves 1-8, 2009-2017 and Harmonised BHPS: Waves 
1-18, 1991-2009

Understanding Society data containing:
• the latest wave, 
• updated files from previous waves,
• all 18 waves of BHPS repurposed to be used alongside Understanding 

Society data





CLOSER

www.closer.ac.uk

Areas of work:

• Data 
harmonisation

• Data linkage

• Research impact

• Training and 
capacity building



closer.ac.uk/data-resources/timeline/



Harmonised Longitudinal Data - CLOSER

The UK Data Service is pleased to announce the first harmonised datasets, 
created by CLOSER (Cohort and Longitudinal Studies Enhancement 
Resources) are now available to download. The datasets harmonise body size 
and body composition variables (height, weight and BMI) across five of the 
UK's prestigious cohort studies:

• MRC National Survey of Health and Development (NSHD)
• National Child Development Study 1958 (NCDS)
• 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70)
• Millennium Cohort Study (MCS)
• Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children (ALSPAC)

“As an experienced researcher I know the huge challenges involved in creating 
harmonised datasets from different data sources, and the importance of 

ensuring the methods used can be usefully exploited by other researchers. 
Longitudinal harmonisation provides fascinating insights as to 

how the UK is changing over time, and I’m delighted CLOSER is 
helping make this work easier.”(Professor Alison Park)



CLOSER datasets at the UK Data Service

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue
/series/series?id=2000111#!/access



growingupinscotland.org.uk/



Growing Up in Scotland (GUS)
following several cohorts (child cohort 2002-03, birth cohorts for 2004-2005 and 
2010-2011) of Scottish children from the early years, through childhood and 
beyond

• health
• neighbourhood
• development
• education
• leisure
• friendships

• consent from parents 
to link data collected 
from them and their 
children to administrative
data held by health and education authorities.



More on longitudinal surveys and their impact

ukdataservice.ac.uk/news-and-events/eventsitem/?id=5215



Finding longitudinal data
on education



Search 1 – Key data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/cohort-and-longitudinal-studies.aspx



Search 2 – Data by theme

www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/themes.aspx



Search 3 – Data Catalogue: Studies (410)

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies#!?Search=&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=0&DateFrom=1753&DateTo=201
9



Search 3 – Data Catalogue: Studies and Series

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies#!?Search=&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=0&DateFrom=1753&DateTo=2019



Search 3 – Data Catalogue: Series (22)

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series#!?Search=&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=0&DateFr
om=1753&DateTo=2019



Search 4 – Data Catalogue: Variable and question 
bank

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series#!?Search=&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=0&DateFr
om=1753&DateTo=2019



Search 4 – Data Catalogue: Variable and question 
bank (Example) 

discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/variables



Search 4 – Data Catalogue: Variable and question 
bank (Example) 



Search 4 – Data Catalogue: Variable and question 
bank (Example) 



Search 4 – Data Catalogue: Variable and question 
bank (Example)_My Variables



Data access



Who can access the data?
All registered users

However, which data can be accessed and the
particular access conditions vary according to:

• user type
(UK HE/FE, Non HE/FE, Non UK)

• usage/project characteristics 
(Commercial, non-commercial)

• specific data access conditions attached to
chosen data

(EUL, SC, SL (AR), Secure Lab data access, 
Safe Room access)



Data access

• web access to data and metadata

• data are freely available for use in higher education 
institutions

• data supplied in a variety of formats
- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, STATA) 
- databases and spreadsheets
- word processed documents, PDF documents etc.



Accessing data – step by step

• register with us via UK Federation using your university/UKDA 
username and password 

• agree to an End User Licence (EUL)

• select the desired data from the Data Catalogue by clicking on the 
‘Download/Order’ button

• specify a project for which the data is to be used (minimum: 30-word 
description)

• then: 
- download the data to local machine selecting your preferred format 
(SPSS, STATA, TAB etc.)
or
- place an order for the data (SC, if no online 
agreement; SL) and complete all relevant forms



ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx



Data access conditions
• End User Licence (EUL)

• Special Conditions (SC)

• Special Licence (SL) 
Approved Researcher Status

• Secure Lab Data access  

• - Approved Researcher
- Training
- Password and username

• Safe Room access (onsite)



End User Licence

“Every user is required to agree to an End User Licence outlining the terms 

and conditions of use of the data. This includes, for example,

- not to share data with anyone who is not authorised to access them; 

- not to use the data for commercial purposes, except with permission; 

- not to try to use the data to identify individuals, households or organisations; 

- to cite the data correctly and inform the UK Data Achive/UK Data Service of 

any publications; 

- not to disclose your login details to anyone else; 

- agreeing to meet any charges…”



Special Licence Access

• strategy to provide access to datasets that are detailed, yet 
anonymised

• as these data pose a higher risk of disclosure, they have 
additional special conditions attached to them

• SL requires the signature(s) of the researcher(s) and the 
institution with responsibility for the researcher; also needs the 
explicit permission of the data owner to release the data to the 
researcher(s) 



Secure Lab data access

• data not available for download

• access requires accreditation as an Approved Researcher, 
completion of face-to-face training, and agreement to the 
Service's User Agreement and Breaches Penalties Policy

• applications are screened by the UK Data Archive and the 
individual or institution having ownership of the data (or their 
designated authority), and access is only granted to those 
researchers requiring data for statistical research purposes 
and who can justify their need for the data



Secure Lab data access



Exploring data online



Online analysis with Nesstar
• online data browsing and analysis system

• allows users to search for, locate, browse and analyse and download 
a wide variety of statistical data within a web browser 

• UK Data Archive, as service provider for the UK Data Service, hosts 
a Nesstar server populated by its most popular data series

• registration is required for analysis such as crosstabulations and 
regressions



Explore data online with Nesstar

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/explore-online



Nesstar – example (highest qualification)

nesstar.ukdataservice.ac.uk/webview/



Nesstar – useful links to get started
• Nesstar website: nesstar.com
• video tutorials: ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/explore-online/nesstar/nesstar

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/themes/education/analysing



Support and resources



• video tutorials/webinars

• student resources, 
data skills modules

• case studies

• guides

• themes

• advice on managing and sharing data

• teaching data and resources

• helpdesk, individual user support

Support and resources

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-skills-modules.aspx



Video tutorials

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials



Thematic guides

www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/themes/education/resources.aspx



Case studies – search all

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use



Case studies - based on longitudinal data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/cohort-and-longitudinal-studies.aspx



Case studies - using data on education

www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/themes/education/resources.aspx



Teaching with data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/teaching



Longitudinal teaching datasets



Teaching datasets on education

www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/themes/education/resources.aspx



Help

ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq



Contact

• Helpdesk: 

ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/get-in-touch

Tel: 01206 872143

• Subscription emails, Facebook, Twitter and Youtube:

Subscribe to UK Data Service emails: 
jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE

Twitter: twitter.com/UKDataService

Facebook: facebook.com/UKDataService

Youtube: youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE



Questions

User Support:

support@ukdataservice.ac.uk


