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Surveys – an ‘end of life approach’ 

• The end product and how to get there 

 

• Preparing and documenting 

 

• Deposit Guide 

 

• The art of packaging surveys  

 

• Online browsing needs 

 



UK Data Service acquisition 

• We proactively acquire data for use in research and 
teaching  

 

• Data are deposited by: 

• National statistical institutes (contractual) 

• UK government departments 

• Intergovernmental organisations 

• Research institutes  

• Research companies 

• Individual researchers including ESRC Data Policy 
 

• Criteria for selection are set out in our Collections 
Development Policy  
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Our data portfolio 

UK Surveys International Longitudinal 

Large-scale 

government 

funded surveys 

Census Business 

Major UK surveys 

following 

individuals over 

time 

Multi-nation 

aggregate 

databanks and 

survey data 

Census data  

1971 to 2011 
  

Range of multi-

media data 

sources 

Microdata and 

administrative 

data 

Qualitative 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/international/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/longitudinal/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/longitudinal/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata


UK survey series 

• High quality repeated cross-sectional surveys  

• Individual or household level data  

• over topics including health, work, crime, social 

attitudes, family expenditure, living costs, housing etc. 

 

Examples: 

• Labour Force Survey 

• British Crime Survey 

• Health Survey for England 

• British Social Attitudes 

• Annual Population Survey 

 



Collections Development work 

Trawling 

Line-caught 



Adapted OAIS Functional Model (ISO 14721) 

Pre-Ingest 

Access 
(Data) 

(Support) 



Assessment for new deposits 

• Our Data Appraisal Group assesses data according to 

our Collections Development Policy 

 

• Decision will usually be one of the following: 

 

 

 



Accepting into the main collection 

• used to populate a data catalogue record 

Complete a data deposit form 

• via the University of Essex ZendTo Service 

• on CD, DVD or memory stick 

Submit data and documentation files 

• ensure data are encrypted and sent securely 

If data files contain sensitive information 

• where required if not under a concordat 

Provide a licence agreement 

https://zendto.essex.ac.uk/


Access conditions 

• available for download/online access 
under open licence without any 
registration 

Open 

• available for download/online access to 
logged-in users who have registered and 
agreed to an End User Licence 

Safeguarded 

• available for remote or safe room access 
registered users whose research 
proposal has been approved by an 
access committee and who have 
received specialist training 

Controlled 

Depositor selects, with guidance, the access category 

most appropriate for the data 



Common issues with depositing surveys 

• Choice of licensing and access pathways 

 

• Many organisations are overly risk averse and 
choose restrictive access 

 

• Work underway to draw up bench marks for objective 
and transparent disclosure review  

 

• Huge loss of questionnaire metadata, which could be 
improved… 

 



Data publishing - when good metadata 

becomes vital 

• Documentation systems and question banks 

• Data exploration systems 

• Currently hard to match up Question and 

Variable information 

• So much manual work 

• Must do better…. 



UKDS: Online instant data browsing 

Nesstar  social surveys 

UKDS.stat aggregate global indicators  

InFUSE aggregate census data 

QualiBank qualitative data 

APIs coming soon! 



Nesstar: British Social Attitudes - Pay gap 





Nesstar: GHS - Age started smoking 



Nesstar: GHS - time series 





How to deposit data 

Different steps for different depositors: 

ukdataservice.ac.uk/deposit-data/how-to.aspx 



Some common metadata issues 

• What do we get, typically? 

• SPSS or STATA file 

• Word documentation; questionnaire 

• Excel sheet of variables – if lucky 

• Word deposit form (our fault) 

 

• Variable ordering in SPSS files does not often meet 

questionnaire flow 

• Lack of consistent variables naming over time or 

data series 

• Partially documented changes to variables over time 



Just tell me how to….. 



Short brochure for survey products 

• Worked closely with data owners and producers 

 

• Existing information too complex 

 

• What is really expected! 

 

• Transferrable information 

 

• Not a bible 



Contractor mandates 

• Specify data documentation requirements in the 

commissioning tender for fieldwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mapping between questions and data outputs 

• Improved readable questionnaire for end users 

 



Documentation - practice makes perfect 

 

 



Survey producers and data publishers 

Brochure a start 

Great work via CLOSER on questionnaires 

Making survey metadata reusable across the 

lifecycle will support archiving end points 

 

 



Data preparation and QA tools 

Common tasks 

• Disclosure review 

• Shape of data 

• Variable and value labels 

• Missing values 

• Out of range values 

 

In-house tools 

• In-house Bespoke python scripts 

• Nesstar 4 Publisher 

• R Tools 



Online browsing - Nesstar cleaning station 

• Publish SPSS file 

• Uses DDI 1.X 

• Focus on enhancing variable metadata 

• Question text, routing, summary statistics 

• Group variables to reflect questionnaire 

• Quite a lot of additional manual work 

• From word, pdf questionnaires, and if we 

are lucky, those excel sheets 
 

 





MIDLIFE STUDY IN THE US 



 

USC Davis Center for Global Aging Research



 



Peer review of data 

• Increasing in popularity 

• Journals doing this - replicability agenda 

• No one single standard for ‘quality’ 

• Make metadata quality explicit:  

• Collection description 

• Data description: file and variable names & 

labels 

• Relationships between tables/files 

• Provenance of data and methods 

 

 

 

 



Open data collections 

94 open collections (out of 6553) 

 

Government data - Open Government Licence (OGL) 

• Census and survey teaching datasets 

 

Survey data – Creative Commons CC4 BY, some NC 

• Academic surveys, some qualitative data, historical data 

 

Global indicators – bespoke open data license 

• .STAT - World Bank Millennium Development goals 



Open data requirements 

• All methods and processes are transparent 

 

• Data delivered via APIs where possible 

 

• Self documenting, so absolute clarity needed about 

variables 

 

• For time series, a concordance grid is very useful 

 

• UKDS – Nesstar output to API 

 

 

 



Keep connected with us 

• Subscribe to UK Data Service list:  

www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE  

 

• Follow UK Data Service on Twitter: @UKDataService 

 

• Facebook 

 

• Google groups 

 

• Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE 
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CONTACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UK Data Service  

University of Essex 

Wivenhoe Park 

Colchester 

Essex CO4 3SQ 
• ……………..…..……………………….. 

T +44 (0)1206 872145  

E corti@essex.ac.uk 
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