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@ What is it?

* A web based open source tool,

* aimed at capturing the questionnaire design process of complex surveys (development
of source or master questionnaires),

e funded by the DASISH and SERISS EU projects and NSD.

e Multiple actors at different locations can work in the tool at the same time.
e Concepts, questions, sequences and instrument modules can be developed.
* Comments can be added to entered content.

* The tool is designed to keep track of changes throughout the question development
process.

* The versioning system lets the user document why changes were made and helps
keeping track of the change history at the level of individual items.
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@ What is it? Ctd.

* Components like response options (domains), question items etc. can be
developed and managed separately from each other.

e This allows reuse of components within the same instrument, as well as over
time. (Example: The same education code list used to measure respondent,
partner, mother and father’s highest level of education).

* Metadata from the QDDT can be published at different steps in the
qguestionnaire design workflow.

 The QDDT is based on the DDI-Lifecycle metadata standard, making metadata
from the QDDT Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable (FAIR).

* |Interoperability with the DASISH Translation Management Tool (TMT) and the
QVDB (Question Variable Database) is progressing.
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@ Background

* The European Social Survey (ESS) questionnaire design process is the core use
case

e Biannual attitude survey covering more than 30 countries.
e Strong focus on methodology

* Two topical questionnaire modules and related design teams elected for each
ESS round

* Iterative process over two years including discussions at different steps in the
workflow, testing and piloting

e Multiple actors involved: Questionnaire designers, National Coordinators,
Translation team, methodology experts etc.

e ESS Head Quater at City, University of London is responsible I\SD
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Documenting the ESS questionnaire design process

® 01 ESS6_Personal_and_Social_wellbeing - Template_Draft_1.pdf

#  02_ESS6_Personal_and_Social_Wellbeing - Template_Draft_1 - with_con

City comments: e Comment

Inclusion of the term ‘challenging’ caused difficulties for some respondents in cognitive interviewing.
However, we feel that reducing the item to ‘interesting’ only means that it is no longer sufficiently distinct
from ‘Absorption’ or ‘Boredom’. We therefore propose dropping this item from the sub concept.

20a CARD X How often do you do things that you find interesting? Please use <— QueStIO

this card.
None or almost none of the time 01
Some of the time 02
Most of the time 03
All or almost all of the time 04
(Don’t know) 88
City comments: e Commen

This item was not pre-tested but we feel that it is not sufficiently distinct from ‘Absorption’ or ‘Boredom’. We
therefore propose dropping this item from the sub concept.

SUB CONCEPT NAME: Boredom

Describe the sub concept in detail outlining any further sub concepts or specifying that it can be
ed directly

Feeling bored can be characterised as the opposite of feeling engaged in activities, hence low levels of
boredoms should be associated with high levels of engagement.

* A word template created for
each step in the questionnaire
design workflow

* Contains concepts, questions,
comments, translation remarks,
results from testing etc.
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Templates to be replaced by a working tool

* Where content can be developed,
Designmeeting? the history kept track of,
S comments and other material can
be added etc.

Designmeeting3

Earlytesting - SQP/TMT

* Content of choice can be published
for each workflow step

PostEarlyTesting

Pilot — SQP/TMT L
PostPilot

FinalSource — SQP/TMT

No Milestone
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Components of a question in DDI, and reuse

Statement: Part of
instrument
Card reference: sequence

Part of question
construct /

Qno: Name of
question Important

construct Very important

Now sdme questions about when a woman is considered to be an adult.
v

Instruction: Part

of question
construct

D20a | CARD ZGE'O be considered an adult how important' is it for a woman to

have left the parental home?| Choose your answer from this card.

b

Not at all important
Not important
Neither important nor unimportant

QB W N -

.| Response domain

o

(Don’t know)

I~

Missing values

Reusable question item
consisting of a question item
and a response domain

Response options can be
maintained separately from
the question and referenced
by it

The different components
can be versioned differently
from each other

More instrument specific
content is added on the level

of the question construct
(question as in the

instrument), or by adding
instrument components like
statements and sequences I\SD
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ESS questionnaire design flow

Questionnaire
Module

Concept

Instrument

components
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Reuse of QDDT content at different steps
4 in the research data lifecycle

DDI 3.2 xml

Questionnaire design [ —

ner

09-15T10:36:49.211Z"

onical">urn:dd: nt.esseric:déc%a8de-d3c8-428d-a325-£6b530a68£d6:1.0.3877<,
"User.Id">83d4c316-4££9-11e5-885d-feff819cdc9£</r:UserID:
‘r:VersionResponsibility>Hilde@int.esseric<
<r:VersionRationale>

deve/opment < r:RatiDnaleDescrlptlcnl>

<r:String "

ersionResponsibility>

GB">[New element status] & New element status</r:String>
r:RationaleDescription>

:RationaleCode>CREATED</r:RationaleCode>
VersionRationale:
<d:QuestionItemName>
<r:String>ADVANTAGE</r:String
QuestionItemName
<d:QuestionText

<d:LiteralText>

"false"

<d:Text fault">Using this card, do you think that most people would tri
. </d:LiteralText>
Translation/CAPI development uestionters
<d:QuestionIntent>
. . r:Content "en-GB"
CentERdata

n false">'take advantage’': exploit or cheat.
fair’: in the sense of treat appropriately and straightforwardly</r:Content>
/d:QuestionIntent>

TMT

<d:StructuredMixedResponseDomain>
<d:ResponseDomainInMixed>
<d:ScaleDomainReference
r:URN "URN"

"true "false">
monical”>urn:ddi:int.esseric:935e881d-8d71-4103-a2a7-d8979ec7b211:1.0</r: URN:
r:TypeOfObject>ManagedScaleRepresentation</r:TypeOfObject>

/d:ScaleDomainReference>
/d:ResponseDomainInMixed>
d:ResponseDomainInMixed>

Variable documentation

Under testing
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Interested to learn more about the QDDT?

QDDT project site
https://github.com/DASISH/qddt-client/wiki

Please contact us at

surveytools@nsd.no
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Online presentation of the QDDT test server at https://qddt-test.nsd.no/login

Stig Norland
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