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• About CLOSER 

• Our resources 
1. Harmonisation
2. Data linkage
3. Discovery
4. Learning

• The future

Today



• Objective: to maximise the use, value and 
impact of the UK’s longitudinal studies

• Consortium: 8 longitudinal studies, the 
British Library and the UK Data Service

• Funded by the ESRC and the MRC

About CLOSER
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MRC National Survey of Health and Development

Hertfordshire Cohort Study



1. Harmonisation
Facilitating comparisons within and across studies

Image: Kurndakar Rayker, CC (flickr)



Tracking the rise of obesity 

Reference
Johnson, W., Li, L., Kuh, D., & Hardy, R. (2015). How Has the Age-Related Process 
of Overweight or Obesity Development Changed over Time? Co-ordinated Analyses 
of Individual Participant Data from Five United Kingdom Birth Cohorts. PLOS 
Medicine, e1001828. Contact: Rebecca Hardy rebecca.hardy@ucl.ac.uk



Current harmonisation topics

• Height, weight and BMI
• Socio-economic status
• Use & collection of biological samples
• Measures of vision
• Childhood environment & adult wellbeing
• Methods for determining pubertal status
• Biomarkers
• Overcrowding and health



Future harmonisation topics

• Physical activity
• Mental health and wellbeing
• Dietary intake
• Cognitive measures



Harmonisation resources

Harmonised 
datasets & 
documentation
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2. Data linkage
Enhancing study data with administrative records



Current linkage topics

• Education and economic linkage
• Geographic data
• Understanding linkage to Hospital Episode 

Statistics
• Enabling data linkage in CLOSER studies



Future linkage topic

• Setting standards to maximise the 
scientific potential of primary care record 
linkage in longitudinal studies



Linkage resources

Longitudinal 
linkage of schools
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Linkage resources

Longitudinal 
linkage of schools
New geocoded 
datasets
Resource reports
Training events & 
outputs
Linked cohort & 
HMRC earnings 
data



3. CLOSER Discovery
Helping users to explore study content



• Aim to make it easier to explore study content
• Allows researchers to search and browse 

questionnaires and data from eight leading UK 
longitudinal studies

• Up to date international metadata standards 

Rationale



• Search keywords, or browse by topic
• Search by study, or sweep
• Access full question wording and questionnaire 

context
• Shows how data variables relate to source 

questions 
• Provides top level statistics
• Points users towards data access

Key functions









4. The Learning Hub
Introductory materials for new users



• Materials aimed at beginners and less 
experienced data users, initially with academic 
focus 

• Focus on methods & topics
• Easily discoverable and downloadable material 

to support teaching and supervision
• Showcases CLOSER & individual study 

resources

Rationale



• Introduction
• Study design
• Analysis
• Teaching dataset
• Evidence
• Explore by topic
• Glossary

Contents









• New harmonisation and data linkage 
resources

• New content & functionality for Discovery, 
and Learning Hub

Future resources



alison.park@ucl.ac.uk
@parkali
@CLOSER_UK

closer.ac.uk
closer.ac.uk/discovery
closer.ac.uk/learning

Thank you

mailto:alison.park@ucl.ac.uk
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