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Partner studies 

1946 National Survey of Health and Development 

1958 National Child Development Study 

ALSPAC 

MCS 

Understanding Society 

1970 British Cohort Study 

SWS 

1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 

Hertfordshire Cohort Study 



Question? 

How many of you have used or heard of any of these studies? 

 

 
Yes – used one of these studies 

Yes – heard of one of these studies 

No 



Closer Discovery - https://discovery.closer.ac.uk/ 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/ 



Cross-study body 
size data 
Outputs from a CLOSER 
harmonisation work package 



Body size data in 5 CLOSER studies 
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Harmonisation process 
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Using the CLOSER harmonised body size data 

• Harmonised dataset available via the UKDS website 
• Available under 2 licencing types 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The data can be linked to the original study data or to other CLOSER 
harmonised datasets 

 

End User Licence 

(UKDS registration required) 

• NCDS 

• BCS70 

• MCS 

Special Licence 

(UKDS registration & research 
application required) 

• NSHD 

• ALSPAC 



Cross-cohort comparison 

Trajectories of the probability of overweight or obesity (versus normal 
weight) by cohort 

 

Johnson et al. Plos Med 2015 



An example of cross-work package analysis: 
Social inequalities BMI 

• Social inequality in BMI from age 7y in 2001 cohort, but little or no social 
inequality in childhood BMI in 1946, 1958 and 1970 cohorts 

• Inequality in adulthood BMI according to childhood social class in 1946, 
1958 and 1970 cohorts 

 

Bann et al., 2018 Bann et al., 2017 
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